Leishmaniasis in Sardinia: an introductory note.
Preliminary data on a project planned in Sardinia for the epidemiological study of leishmaniases are presented. Twenty-six dogs were found infected in the south-western part of the island. Nine isolates were successfully stabilated . In a canine leishmaniasis focus on the outskirts of Cagliari, Phlebotomus perniciosus was the predominant sandfly species (95%). In the same area, 28 specimens of Rattus norvegicus were trapped and their spleen homogenate was injected into hamsters. No Leishmania has yet been isolated.